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RESOLUTION NO.#  12-01  

BUCKSKIN SANITARY DISTRICT 

 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING BSD SANITARY CODE 

 

WHEREAS, the Buckskin Sanitary District has previously adopted various sanitary codes 

governing the use of its sewers and connections thereto; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District desires that all the rules and regulations be collected and codified in one 

Resolution (hereinafter the BSD Sanitary Code); 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the District adopts the following Buckskin Sanitary 

District Sanitary Code governing the use of its sewers and connections thereto: 
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ARTICLE I 

DEFINITIONS 

 

The following definitions shall apply unless expressly defined otherwise: 

 

"ADJACENT" - a parcel of property shall be deemed adjacent to a sanitary sewer line when any 

portion of the easement or public way containing the sanitary sewer is coterminous with the 

parcel or any extension of the parcel reacted by an easement for utilities or a roadway 

easement. 

 

"ANNEXATION FEE" - a fee charged for annexation of real property to the District. 

 

"APPLICABLE FEES" - those fees which according to this resolution must be paid as a condition 

for the issuance of any permit, license, permission, approval, or the conduct of any 

inspection, plan review or other activity by the District, all as set forth in this BSD Sanitary 

Code; the amount of such fees being set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto. 

 

"ASSESSMENT AREA" - any of the Assessment Areas which may be part of an improvement 

district within the Buckskin Sanitary District. 

 

“AUTOMOTIVE RELATED ENTERPRISE” - An establishment where motor vehicles are 

serviced, greased, repaired, or washed and which contribute wastes containing petroleum 

(hydrocarbon) based oils and greases.  Automotive related enterprises shall include, but 

shall not be limited to, automotive repair garages, gasoline stations with grease racks, and 

commercial vehicle wash facilities. 

 

“BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES” or “BMP” - Techniques used throughout the service 

industry, and have proven effective when implemented properly and consistently. 

 

"B.O.D.” - denoting biochemical oxygen demand,  -  the quantity of oxygen utilized in the 

biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedures in five days 

at twenty (20) degrees centigrade expressed in parts per million (P.P.M.) in weight. 

 

"BOARD" - the Board of Directors of the Buckskin Sanitary District. 

 

"CAPACITY FEE" - a fee charged to developments/property owners as further defined in Article V 

Section 2. 

 

"CLERK OF THE BOARD" - means a member of the Board or such other person as may be 

designated by the Board to function as a Clerk of the Board for purposes of this Sanitary 

Code. 

 

"CONNECTION FEE" - the initial sewer connection charge as set forth in this Sanitary Code and 

shall apply to all sewer connections to the public sewer after the effective date of this code, 

except for those parcels assessed for sewer construction as part of an Improvement District 

or Assessment Area. 
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“CONTRACTOR” - means a person or entity that is licensed and bonded in the State of Arizona to 

perform construction activities. 

 

"DEVELOPMENT FEE" - means an applicable fee charged for the review of plans and assessment 

of Capacity Fee. as further defined in Article V Section 9. 

 

"DELINQUENCY" - means failure to make payment of an obligation under this Article. 

 

“DEVELOPER” – a person or entity that develops real estate by preparing a site for residential or 

commercial use. 

 

"DISTRICT" - the Buckskin Sanitary District. 

 

"EDU" - equivalent dwelling unit, as further defined in Article V, Section 2. 

 

"ENGINEER" - means a person who, under any official title, is the civil engineer or surveyor of the 

District or the person appointed or employed by the Board to perform the duties required of 

the engineer under this article. 

 

"EXCESSIVE FLOWS" - a flow rate of wastewater in a sanitary sewer which exceeds the flow rate 

of 80 gallons per person per residential unit (E.D.U.) per day when coming from a 

residential or predominantly residential development, subdivision, parcel or lot, or which 

exceeds the estimate of the normal flow rate made by the District for nonresidential 

connections. 

 

“FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT” or “FSE” - Any business or food service facility, which 

prepares, processes, and/or packages food for sale or consumption, on or offsite, with the 

exception of private residences.  Food service establishments shall include, but are not 

limited to: food courts, food manufacturers, food packagers, restaurants, grocery stores, 

markets, delicatessens, bakeries, retail and wholesale meat markets, retail and wholesale 

seafood markets, lounges, hospitals, nursing homes, assisted congregate living facilities, 

churches, schools, and all other food establishments shall not include a facility that only 

prepares beverages; or an establishment that only sells prepackaged foods. 

 

"FLOW" - liquids and suspended solids of all types which are found in the sewer. 

 

"FLOW RATE" - the total volume of Flow which would accumulate in 24 hours.  Flow rate shall 

be expressed in gallons per day. 

 

"GARBAGE" - solid wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food and the 

handling, storage and sale of produce. 

 

“GRAY WATER” - All of the liquid contained in a grease interceptor that lies below the floating 

grease layer an above the food solids layer. 
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“GREASE” - A material, either liquid or solid, containing substances which may solidify or 

become viscous at temperatures between 32 degrees and 150 degrees Fahrenheit, composed 

primarily of fats, oils, or grease from animal or vegetable sources.  The phrases “fats, oils 

and grease”, “FOG”, “oil and grease”, or “oil and grease substances” shall be included in 

this definition. 

 

“GREASE INTERCEPTOR” - A device located underground and outside of a food service 

establishment designed to collect, contain, or remove food waste solids and grease from the 

waste stream while allowing the balance of the liquid waste (“gray water”) to discharge to 

the Buckskin Sanitary District’s wastewater collection system and transmission system.  

Grease interceptors shall be in conformance with the provisions of the most current edition 

of the approved plumbing code adopted by La Paz County and all other Federal, State and 

local regulations. 

 

“GREASE TRAP” - A device located inside a food service facility or under a sink designed to 

collect, contain or remove food wastes and grease from the waste stream while allowing the 

balance of the liquid waste (“gray water”) to discharge to the BSD wastewater collection 

and transmission system.  Grease traps shall be in conformance with the provisions of the 

most current edition of the Plumbing Code as approved by La Paz County and all other 

Federal, State, and local regulations. 

 

"IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT" - any Sewer Improvement District formed pursuant to Title 48, 

Chapter 14, Article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes within the Buckskin Sanitary District. 

 

"INDUSTRIAL WASTE" - all wastewaters of the community excluding sanitary sewage and 

uncontaminated water. 

 

“INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE” - the current edition of the International Plumbing Code 

as adopted by La Paz County. 

 

“LATERAL” – A sewer pipe that collects wet sewage from the private property to the mainline that 

delivers it to the trunk line and then delivers to the wastewater treatment plant. 

 

"LOT" - means any portion, piece, parcel or subdivision of land or property. 

 

“MAINLINE” – A sewer pipe that collect wet sewage from laterals and delivers it to the trunk line 

and then delivers to the wastewater treatment plant. 

 

“MANUFACTURED HOUSING” - A structure built after June 15, 1976, that is eight or more feet 

wide, and forty or more feet long, has a permanent chassis, is transportable in one or more 

sections, is equipped with complete plumbing, heating and electrical systems from the 

factory, and is designed to be used woth or without permanent foundation as a dwelling 

when connected to on-site utilities. This definition excludes recreational travel trailers. 

 

"MAY" - permissive. 
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“MOBILE HOME”  - A structure transportable in one or more sections including the plumbing, 

heating, air conditional and electrical systems contained in such a s structure which, when 

erected on site, is either greater than eight feet in body width, thirty-two feet or more in 

body length and built on a permanent chassis, or, that is used as a single-family dwelling or 

for commercial purposes with or with out a permanent foundation, regardless of size. 

 

“MOBILE OFFICE” – A structure built on a permanent chassis, capable of being transported in one 

or more sections, and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation as an 

office or commercial space when connected to on-site utilities. 

 

"NATURAL OUTLET" - any outlet into a watercourse, ditch, or other body of surface or ground 

water. 

 

“OIL / WATER SEPERATOR” - A device designed and installed to segregate oil and water to 

prevent the discharge of oils to the BSD sanitary sewer collection and transmission system. 

 

“PARK MODEL” – A structure built on a single permanent chassis, mounted on wheels and 

designed to be connected to utilities for operation of installed fixtures and appliances.  A 

park model, sometimes called a park trailer, has a gross trailer area of not less than three 

hundred twenty square feet and not more than four hundred square feet when set up.  This 

category does not include fifth wheel trailers. 

 

“TRAVEL TRAILER” – A structure mounted on wheels, designed to provide temporary living 

quarters for recreational, camping or travel use, being of a size or weight that may require a 

special highway movement permit when towed by a motorized vehicle, and having a trailer 

area less than three hundren twenty square feet.  This category includes fifth-wheel trailers. 

 

“TRUNK LINE” – A sewer pipe that collects wet sewage from mainline sewers and the trunk line 

delivers sewage to the wastewater treatment plant. 
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"OWNER" - means the person who, on the day the action or proceeding is begun, possesses  

legal title to the Lot by deed recorded in the La Paz County Recorder’s office or the person 

in possession of the Lot under claim of title or exercising acts of ownership over the Lot for 

himself or as the personal representative of the owner. 

 

"pH" - the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of solution. 

 

"PERMIT" - written authorization required pursuant to this or any other regulations of the District 

for installation of any sewage works or connection of any sewage works to those of the 

District. 

 

"PRIVATE SEWER" - a sewer, generally on private land, connecting Sewage source to the Public 

Sewer. 

 

"PROPERLY SHREDDED GARBAGE" - garbage that has been shredded to a degree that all 

particles will be carried freely under the flow conditions prevailing in the District's sewers. 

 

"PROPER DISTRICT AUTHORITY" - the District manager, his designee, or one charged with the 

responsibility of carrying out the objectives of the District as directed by the Board. 

 

"PUBLIC SEWER" - a Sewer which carries Sewage and to which storm, surface and ground waters 

are not intentionally admitted. 

 

"SANITARY SEWER" - a Sewer which carries Sewage and to which storm, surface and ground 

waters are not intentionally admitted. 

 

"SEWAGE" or "SANITARY SEWAGE" - means untreated wastes from toilets, baths, sinks, 

lavatories, laundries, other plumbing fixtures, and waste pumped from septic tanks in places 

of human habitation, employment, or recreation.  Sewage does not include gray water as 

defined in R18-9-701(4, if the gray water is reused according to 18 A.A.C. 9, Article 7. 

 

"SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT" or “SEWAGE TREATMENT FACILITY” - Means a plant or 

system for sewage treatment and disposal, except for an on-site wastewater treatment 

facility, that consists of treatment works, disposal works, and appurtenant pipelines, 

conduits, pumping stations, and related subsystems and devices.  A sewage treatment 

facility does not include components of the sewage collection system or the reclaimed water 

distribution system. 

 

"SEWER" - a pipe or conduit for carrying Sewage. 

 

"SEWER CONNECTION" - the connection to the Public Sewer and the extension there from of the 

sewer to the property line at the easement, alley or curb line of a street whichever is 

applicable, depending on the location of the public sewer. 

"SEWER WORKS" - all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of sewage. 

 

"SHALL" - mandatory. 
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"STORM SEWER" or "STORM DRAIN" - a sewer which carries storm and surface waters and 

drainage, but excludes sewage and polluted industrial wastes. 

 

"SUSPENDED SOLIDS" (SS) - solids that either float on the surface or are suspended in water, 

sewage or other liquids and which are removable by laboratory filtering. 

 

"TIME OF DELINQUENCY" - means the time fixed when assessments become delinquent. 

 

"TREASURER" - means a person who, under any official title, is the custodian of the monies of the 

Buckskin Sanitary District. 

 

“TREATMENT WORKS” - means a plant, device, unit process, or other works, regardless of 

ownership, used for treating, stabilizing, or holding municipal or domestic sewage in a 

sewage treatment facility or on-site wastewater treatment facility. 

 

"USER" - the owner or leasee of the real property using or required to use the District's sanitary 

sewer system. 

 

"USER FEE" - the charge made to the user of sanitary sewer services provided by the District to 

defray the costs of operation, maintenance, replacement, or expansion of the sewage 

collection and treatment facilities of the District. 

 

"WATERCOURSE" - a channel in which a flow of water occurs either continuously or 

intermittently. 

 

“WORK” or “IMPROVEMENT” - means any of the improvements authorized to be made by this 

article, the construction, reconstruction and repair of all or part of the improvements and 

labor, services, incidental expenses and materials. 
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ARTICLE  II 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 

Section 1. MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY 

 

It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Buckskin Sanitary District Board of Directors to 

establish rules, regulations and adopt motions, policies and resolutions necessary to control and 

manage all matters pertaining to the Sewage Collection, Treatment and Disposal System and all real 

and personal property of the Buckskin Sanitary District in conformity with all applicable federal, 

state, county, and local laws and regulations set forth in Resolutions of the Buckskin Sanitary 

District, Parker, Arizona.  The Board shall employ a District Manager and grant to the Manager the 

authority for general supervision over the District's sewer system, the real and personal property of 

the District and the District employees, subject to the conditions of employment of the District 

Manager. 

 

Section 2. CONNECTION REQUIREMENTS 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to connect a private sewer line or lines to any portion of the 

District sewer system unless such person has first made proper application for a permit to connect 

to said sewer system, has paid all fees required by the District to accompany said application, and 

said application has been approved by the District Manager.  All connections to the District sewer 

shall be made pursuant to any rules, regulations or resolutions pertaining to the payment of fees.  

Further all connections shall be made in compliance with the Standards and Specifications adopted 

by the District and the current edition of the International Plumbing Code as adopted by La Paz 

County and any amendments applicable thereto, and subject to inspection and approval by the 

District, its agents or assignees, at the time of connection.  A Sewer Connection shall be deemed to 

have occurred when a lateral from the sewer located within the sewer right of way is joined to a 

Private Sewer. 

 

Section 3. COMPULSORY CONNECTION 

 

A. The construction, maintenance, or use of cesspools, septic tanks, or other means of sewage 

disposal are hereby abated and declared unlawful when a parcel of property, or 

improvement, a building site or proposed building site is covered by any of the following 

conditions: 

 

1. When a site (existing or proposed) within the District boundary becomes adjacent to a 

sanitary sewer, the property owner shall have six (6) months following the installation of the 

sewer adjacent to his property to make the connection to the sewer system. 

 

2. All facilities within the District will be required to connect to the sewer when it becomes 

available, subject to paragraph B., C., D. and E. of this section. 

 

3. When the District, County, or State determines that health hazard exists. 
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B. The use of sewage disposal devices referred to in Paragraph A must be abated 

within the time set forth except where a written time extension has been granted by 

the District upon application of the property owner for good cause as determined by 

the District Manager. 

 

C. Special conditions (hardships to the individual property owner) affecting the 

feasibility of connection to the sewer system may be considered by the Board of 

Directors with respect to the granting of a time extension as set forth in Paragraph B 

provided that said special conditions or hardships are not self imposed by the 

property owner. 

 

D. In the event that a property owner installs a private treatment facility, other than a 

septic tank or cesspool, such treatment facility must be approved by and comply 

with all rules and regulations of the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, 

La Paz County, and the Buckskin Sanitary District.  Further, the owner of such 

facility must provide to the District satisfactory assurance in the form of an 

agreement, letter of credit, or performance bond that said facility will be properly 

operated and maintained. Such a private facility shall not discharge any sewage or 

sewage effluent onto or into the ground or into surface or ground waters without the 

prior written approval of the District. 

 

E. In the event that a property is adjacent to a sewer but is unable to connect via a 

gravity connection as verified by the District, the property owner has the option to 

install, at the property owner’s expense, a grinder pump to service the lot.  The 

property owner is responsible to own, operate and maintain said grinder pump into 

perpetuity, unless the property owner enters into the grinder pump maintenance 

program by agreeing to the terms and conditions of said program and executing the 

grinder pump maintenance agreement.  Refer to the Buckskin Sanitary District 

Sanitary Sewer System Standards and Specifications for details on the program and 

the grinder pump maintenance agreement. 

 

Section 4. SEPTIC TANKS, USE AND DISCONTINUANCE OF USE 

 

A. When Permitted:  Where a public sanitary sewer is not available within the District 

or in any area under the jurisdiction of the District, as described in Section 3A, a 

private sewer shall be connected to a private sewage disposal system, which 

complies with the regulations of the State Department of Environmental Quality.  

Private sewage disposal systems shall be constructed, maintained, and operated at 

all times in accordance with all applicable Federal, State and Local requirements. 
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B. Discontinuance:  Once any of the conditions set forth in Section 3A apply, a 

connection shall be made to the public sewer in accordance with the provisions of 

this Section, and any septic tanks, cesspools, and similar private sewage facilities 

shall be abandoned and filled with suitable material, in accordance with all 

applicable Federal, State and Local requirements and approved by the District. 

 

Section 5. AMENDMENTS TO THE CODE 

 

 This Code may be amended at any time by a resolution duly adopted by the Board of 

Directors of the District, provided that notice of the same is given, as required by law, concerning 

any amendments regarding user fees, rates, charges or other assessments levied and collected by the 

Board.  

 

Section 6. SERVICE BY CONTRACT 

 

 The District may provide sewer service to improvements located outside the District 

Boundaries.  In such cases the owner of the property or the improvements shall enter 

into a written development agreement with the District for the provision of such 

service.  Such contract shall set forth the conditions of service and further shall 

incorporate these sanitary codes as the same may apply. 

 

Section 7. BUILDING PERMITS AND PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

 

A. All property owners who desire to construct improvements which will connect to 

the District's sewer system must obtain a building permit from La Paz County, 

submit plans and specifications for said improvement to the District, and pay all 

applicable charges to the District prior to beginning construction of said 

improvement. 

 

B. All property owners who desire to construct an improvement which will not connect 

to the District's sewer system may apply for a "preclearance" or waiver of sewer 

service agreements in order to obtain a building permit. 
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ARTICLE III 

SEWER USE REGULATIONS 

 

Section 1. DISCHARGE OTHER THAN SEWAGE PROHIBITED 

 

A. No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any substance or discharge 

other than “Sewage” or “Sanitary Sewage” as outlined in Article 1 including but not 

limited too; any storm water, surface water, ground water, roof runoff, sub-surface 

drainage, cooling water, water used for air cooling purposes or unpolluted industrial 

process waters to any sanitary sewer. 

 

Section 2. CERTAIN SUBSTANCES PROHIBITED 

 

Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any of 

the following described waters or wastes to any public sewer, including but not limited to: 

 

(a) Any liquid or vapor having a temperature higher than 150 degrees F. 

 

(b) Any water or waste which may contain more than 100 parts per million, by weight, 

of fat, oil, or grease. 

 

(c) Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, or other flammable or explosive liquid, 

solid or gas. 

 

(d) Any ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, shavings, metal, glass, rags,  weathers, tar, 

plastics, wood, paunch manure, or any other solid or viscous substance capable of 

causing obstruction to the flow in sewers or other interference with the proper 

operation of the sewage works. 

 

(e) Any garbage that has not been properly shredded. 

 

(f) Any water or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5 or higher than 9.0 or having any 

other corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, 

equipment, and personnel of the sewage works. 

 

(g) Any waters or wastes containing a toxic or poisonous substance in sufficient 

quantity to injure or interfere with any sewage treatment process, constitute a hazard 

to humans or animals, or create any hazard in the receiving waters of the sewage 

treatment plant. 

 

(h) Any water or waste containing suspended solids of such character and quantity that 

unusual attention or expense is required to handle such materials at the sewage 

treatment plant. 
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(i) Any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable or creating a public nuisance. 

 

(j) Any substance whose physical, chemical, or electrical properties might be such as to 

interfere with any phase of the operation of sewage treatment plant. 

 

(k) Any sewage from septic tanks or holding tanks unless authorized by written permit 

from the District Manager. 

 

Section 3. INTERCEPTOR AND GREASE TRAPS 

 

A. Grease trap installation, inspection, and maintenance shall be in accordance with the 

FOG Policy as approved by the Board of Directors on August 16, 2011 or any 

amendments made thereafter.  Grease traps shall be required at all public premises 

where food is served, including, but not limited to restaurants, schools, commercial 

kitchens, cafeterias and boarding houses.  All grease traps shall be of a type 

specified by the current edition of the International Plumbing Code as adopted by La 

Paz County and any amendments thereto or an equivalent approved by the District.  

Owners of all public premises requiring a grease trap shall permit a District 

Manager or his designee to inspect the grease trap so long as such an inspection is 

conducted during normal business hours. 

 

B. Grease, oil, water and sand interceptors installation, inspection, and maintenance 

shall be in accordance with the POGS Policy as approved by the Board of Directors 

on August 16, 2011 or any amendments made thereafter.  Grease, oil and sand 

interceptors shall also be provided when, in the opinion of the District Manager, 

they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in 

excess of limits set forth in Section 2 of this Article, or any flammable wastes, sand, 

and other harmful ingredients.  All interceptors shall be of a type and capacity in 

accordance with current edition of the International Plumbing Code as adopted by 

La Paz County and any amendments thereto or an equivalent approved by the 

District Manager and is located as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning 

and inspection.  Where installed, all grease, oil and sand interceptors shall be 

maintained and cleaned by the Owner, at Owner’s expense, and in continuously 

efficient operation at all times.  All interceptors shall be serviced and cleaned 

periodically and verifiable by service receipt. 

 

Section 4. SEWAGE REQUIRING SPECIAL TREATMENT OR HANDLING 

 

A. In cases where sewage quality or wastes from manufacturing or industrial plant, 

building, or premises is such that it may damage the sewer, or cannot be treated 

satisfactorily in the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the District shall require such users 

to dispose of such waste and prevent it from entering the system. 
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B. In such cases where the character of the sewage or industrial waste from any manufacturing 

or industrial plant, building or premises, is such that it imposes an unreasonable burden 

upon said sewer system or treatment plant greater than imposed by the average sewage 

entering said sewer system, the District shall, in its sole discretion may require such 

manufacturing or industrial plant, building or premises, to pre-treat such sewage in such a 

manner as defined in this Section. 

 

C. Admission into public sewers of waters or wastes: 

 

(a) having a five (5) day B.O.D. greater than two hundred fifty (250) parts per million 

by weight, or 

 

(b)  containing more than two hundred fifty (250) parts per million by weight of 

suspended solids, or 

 

(c) containing any quantity or substances having the characteristics described in Section 2 of 

this Article, or 

 

(d) having an average daily flow greater than two percent (2%) of the average daily sewage 

flow of the district, shall be subject to review and approval of the District manager. 

 

D. Where necessary in the opinion of the District Manager, the owner shall provide, at its  

 expense, such preliminary treatment as may be necessary to, 

 

(a) reduce to B.O.D. to 250 parts per million and the suspended solids to 250 parts per million 

by weight, or 

 

(b) reduce objectionable characteristics of constituents to within the maximum limits in Section 

9 of the Sanitary Code, or 

 

(c) control the quantities and rates of discharge of such waters or wastes; or shall pay 

user fees proportional to the strength of the sewage discharged into the sewer system 

of the District. 

 

(d) Plans, specifications, and any other pertinent information relating to proposed preliminary 

treatment facilities shall be submitted for the approval of the District Manager and ADEQ, 

and no construction of such facilities shall be commenced until said approvals are obtained 

in writing.  Federal pretreatment regulations shall be enforced as applicable. 

 

(e) Prior to the connection of any industry's private sewer to a sewer of the Sanitary District, the 

industry and the Sanitary District will develop and enter into an agreement encompassing an 

Industrial Cost Recovery system that complies with the current U.S. EPA regulations and 

which has the approval of the EPA. 
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Section 6. MAINTENANCE OF SPECIAL TREATMENT FACILITIES 

 

Where preliminary treatment facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be 

maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation, by the owner at his expense. 

 

Section 7. CONTROL MANHOLES FOR SAMPLING AND MEASURING 

 

When required by the District Manager, the owner of any property served by a private sewer 

carrying wastes shall install a suitable control manhole in the private sewer to facilitate observation, 

sampling and measurement of wastes.  Such manhole, when required, shall be accessible, safely 

located, and constructed in accordance with plans approved by the District Manager.  The manhole 

shall be installed by the owner at his expense, and shall be maintained by him so as if to be safe and 

accessible at all times.  Such analyses may be required to insure compliance with Sections 2, 3, & 4 

of this Article and shall be provided by the owner, whenever deemed necessary by the District 

Manager. 

 

Section 8. SAMPLING AND MEASURING PROCEDURES 

 

All measurements, tests, and analyses of water and waste characteristics to which reference is made 

in Sections 2, 3 & 4 of this Article shall be determined by the District Manager or his designee, in 

accordance with "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Sewage", and shall be 

determined at the control manhole discussed in Section 7 of this Article, or upon suitable samples 

taken at said control manhole.  In the event that no special manhole has been required the control 

manhole shall be considered to be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer at which 

point the private sewer is connected.  

 

Section 9. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

 

No statements contained in this Article shall be construed as preventing any agreement between the 

District and any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of unusual strength or character may 

be accepted, subject to payment therefore by the industrial concern, by the District for treatment. 

 

Section 10. MAINTENANCE 

 

All private sewer lines must be maintained by the property owner.   
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ARTICLE IV 

CONNECTION PERMITS AND REQUIREMENTS 

 

Section 1. CONNECTION PROCEDURE 

 

A. All persons required to or desiring to connect the improvements located upon real property 

within the District to the sewer system of the District may do so by making application in 

the name of the owner of the real property to the District upon such form as provided by the 

District and upon payment of all applicable fees.  No connection shall be made to the 

District Sewer System without a permit to make such connection having been first issued by 

the District. 

 

B.  All permits for connections to the sewer shall be subject to the following general conditions: 

 

1. Adequacy of Design.  The responsibility for the adequacy of the design or the materials 

used shall rest solely with the permittee and the issuance of a permit shall not be construed 

as approval of the concept or construction details of the proposed facilities and shall not 

absolve the permittee, or design engineer, if any, of their respective responsibilities. 

 

2. Joint Construction and Operation Permits.  Unless otherwise stated by special 

conditions, the issuance of this permit shall be a joint construction and operation permit 

provided that the permittee complies with all general, standard and special conditions of the 

District. 

 

3. Allowable Discharges.  Discharges into the sanitary sewer system constructed under this 

permit shall consist of sanitary sewage only.  Unless otherwise stated by the special permit 

conditions, there shall be no discharge of industrial wastes under the permit.  Storm waters 

shall not be permitted to enter the sanitary sewer system. 

 

4. Construction Inspection.  All sewer materials and construction shall be inspected and 

approved by the District.  No sewer trenches shall be backfilled except as authorized by the 

District after having been inspected and approved and the sewer installed. 

 

5. Maintenance.  The sewer connections, private sewer lines, systems or facilities shall be 

properly maintained and operated at all times in accordance with all applicable 

requirements.  It is understood that the responsibility for maintenance shall run as an 

obligation against the property served, as well as the owner or the operator of the facilities, 

and said responsibility shall not be discharged nor in any way affected by change of 

ownership of said property. 
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6. Indemnification.  The permittee shall be solely responsible for and shall defend, indemnify 

and save harmless the District from and against any and all claims, costs, damages, or 

expenses the District may suffer, incur, sustain or become liable for on account of any injury 

to, or death of, any person or persons, or any damage to, or destruction of, any real or 

personal property that may be caused by the construction, use, state of repair, operation and 

maintenance of the proposed facilities, arising out of or in consequence of the issuance of 

this permit.  Without limiting the generality of the preceding sentence, the provisions of this 

paragraph shall extend to indemnify and save harmless the District from any claims or 

damages arising out of or in connection with the termination or revocation of this permit. 

 

7. Third Parties.  This permit does not grant the right or authority to the permittee to; (a) 

construct or encroach upon lands of the District or any other parties, (b) construct outside 

the territorial boundaries of the District, (c) construct or encroach upon territorial 

boundaries of any units of local government within the District. 

 

8. Costs.  It is expressly stipulated and clearly understood that sewerage systems or facilities 

for which a permit is issued shall be constructed, operated and maintained at no cost to the 

District, unless a Deed of Sewer, along with all necessary easements, be deeded to and 

accepted by the District. 

 

9. Other Construction.  The District reserves the right, privilege and authority to, in the 

District's discretion, allow others to reconstruct, change, alter and replace all sewers and 

appurtenances thereto at the point of connection of any private sewer to a District sewer or 

in public right-of-way or District easements, and to introduce additional sewage flow 

through this connection into the sewers of the District. 

 

10. Change of Use.  This permit shall be incorporated in the building and occupancy permit for 

the building or buildings served under this permit.  The owner or occupant of any building 

served under this permit shall not cause, or permit, a change of use of the building to a use 

other than that indicated in this permit without first having obtained written permission 

from the District.  In the event of a change of use, the Owner or Occupant must notify the 

District of said change and must comply with the Sanitary Code including any and all 

Federal, State, County and Local regulations. 

  

11. Sewers Overloading.  The District serves notice that its sewers may flow full and may 

surcharge, and thus flooding of the proposed system may occur.  The permittee is put on 

notice that the proposed system shall be constructed, operated and maintained at the sole 

risk of the permittee. 

 

12. Nontransferability.  This permit runs with the land and may not be assigned or transferred. 
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13. Expiration.  This permit shall expire on the date shown on the face of this permit.  

Construction under an expired permit is deemed construction without permit.  All 

construction under this permit shall be completed on or before the expiration date of the 

permit.  If conditions so warrant, a new permit may be granted by the District Manager.  

There shall be no refund of any permit fees. 

 

14. Revocation.  In issuing this permit, the District has relied upon the statements and 

representations made by the permittee or his agent.  Any incorrect statements or 

representations shall be cause for revocation of this permit, and all the rights of the 

permittee hereunder shall immediately become null and void. 

 

15. Advance Notice.  Prior to commencement of construction under this permit, the permittee 

shall give the District an advance notice of at least two (2) working days.  When advance 

notice is given, the permittee shall provide the permit number. 

 

16. Compliance with Plans and Specifications.  All construction shall be in accordance with 

the plans and specification, if any, submitted for this permit, the general specification of the 

District and the current edition of the International Plumbing Code as adopted by La Paz 

County and any amendments thereto.  No changes in, or deviation from the plans and 

specification which affect capacity, maintenance, design requirements, service area or 

permit requirements shall be permitted unless revised plans shall have been submitted to, 

and approved by the District.  The permit together with a set of the plans and specification, 

if any (revised plans and specification, if any) shall be kept on the job site at all times during 

construction until final inspection and approval by the District. 

 

17. Testing and approval.  All construction under this permit shall be subject to inspection, 

testing and approval by the District.  Upon satisfactory completion of construction, the 

permittee and the owner shall submit, or cause to be submitted, a request for approval on 

the form prescribed by the District.  No sewer or other facilities shall be put in service until 

all the conditions of the permit have been satisfactorily met. 

 

18. Compliance with Sanitary code.  The permittee is responsible for meeting the 

requirements of all applicable rules, regulations, ordinances and laws of Federal, State, 

County and Local authorities.  Issuance of this permit shall not constitute a waiver of any 

applicable requirements. 

 



19 
 

 

Revised 02/10/15 

19. Rights upon expiration or termination.  The permittee agrees that immediately upon 

receipt of written notice of termination of the permit for any reason, it will stop all 

operations, discontinue any discharges or disconnect the sewage system or facilities 

constructed under this permit.  If the permittee fails to do so, the District shall have the right 

to disconnect said system.  The permittee hereby agrees to pay for any costs incurred by the 

District for said disconnections.  The various rights and remedies of the District contained 

in the permit shall be construed as cumulative, and no one of them shall be construed as 

exclusive of any one or more of the others or exclusive of any other rights or remedies 

allowed by applicable rules, regulations, ordinances and laws.  An election by the District to 

enforce any one or more of its rights or remedies shall not be construed as a waiver of the 

rights of the District to pursue any other rights or remedies provided under the terms and 

provisions of this permit or under any applicable rules, regulations, ordinances or laws. 

 

20. Contractor.  All connections of every nature whatsoever to the sanitary sewer system 

maintained and operated by the District shall be made by a contractor duly licensed by the 

Arizona Registrar of Contractors.  Connection includes but is not limited to the actual 

connection to the sewer system, the location of the sanitary sewer system and all excavation 

within five (5) feet of the point of actual connection.  

 

A. Upon receipt of a permit and payment of all fees in accordance with the District 

regulations the applicant may commence construction of the private sewers and 

other improvements necessary to connect his facilities to the District sewer system. 

 



20 
 

 

Revised 02/10/15 

ARTICLE V 

FEES 

 

Section 1.  ESTABLISHMENT OF FEES 

 

A. All fees are to be in such classifications and amounts as annually approved by the 

Board of Directors of the Buckskin Sanitary District at a public hearing conducted 

pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes Section 48-2027 (H). 

 

Section 2. CAPACITY FEES 

 

PURPOSE:  Provide funds for the District to develop and expand Sewage collection, treatment and 

disposal facilities necessary to accommodate needs for service resulting from community growth 

and development. 

 

A. For purposes of calculating the Capacity Fee, an equivalent dwelling unit or an 

EDU, shall be as defined in paragraph J. 

 

B. All property owners in the District are deemed to have the right to connect to the 

District sewer system improvements.  Any property owner who desires to connect 

improvements to the Sanitary System shall submit plans and specification to the 

District and pay, as set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto for each equivalent 

dwelling unit or portion thereof for treatment works and disposal works capacity, 

(the capacity fee) and any amount determined by the District Manager necessary to 

pay for additional sewer line capacity to that property. 

 

C. The Capacity Fees are payable to the District and shall be deposited in a separate 

interest bearing account of the District to be used at the direction of the Board of 

Directors to defray any and all costs of increasing the capacity of the District's 

sewers, treatment works, disposal works and all facilities appurtenant thereto. It 

shall not be used to replace the existing equipment or treatment facilities or repair 

the same.  No capacity fee shall be refunded to a property owner due to a change in 

use of the property resulting in a decrease in the amount of Equivalent Dwelling 

Units on the property. 
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D. The Capacity Fee shall apply to all parcels of property in the District, excluding 

those with a committed capacity as part of an assessment district area unless said use 

of parcels of property exceed the committed capacity made available as part of an 

assessment district, whether adjacent to or in the vicinity of a sewer or not, and 

whether the owner of said property has heretofore paid any Assessments or 

Connection Fees.  Capacity Fees shall not apply to improvements with existing 

workable sanitation facilities, in conformance with the requirements of the Arizona 

Department of Environmental Quality existing upon parcels of property as of the 

date of adoption of the original capacity fee resolution by the District (April 13, 

1984), nor to such improvements constructed thereafter in areas where no sewer 

system was available as of the date of construction of such facilities.  Sewer service 

is deemed available to a parcel of property commencing at the time of the initiation 

of the planning for the construction of a sewer system to which they must connect 

the improvements upon their property. 

 

E. The Capacity Fee may be increased or decreased an amount equal to and 

compounded at the annual rate of inflation as determined by the L.A. Index as 

published by the Engineering News Record and shall be subject to semi-annual 

review by the Buckskin Sanitary District at meetings held in December and June of 

every year, and more often if the District deems it’s necessary. 

 

F. In determining the amount of sewage to be generated by any connections, the 

District shall only consider the number of Equivalent Dwelling Units (EDU's) 

within the parcel of property based on its proposed or platted use, if previously 

developed or highest use based on current zoning.  The determination of the amount 

of sewage which may be produced by any connection shall be made by the District 

Manager.  In making its determination, the District shall examine the plans and 

specifications submitted by any property owner and thereafter calculate the EDU's.  

The number of EDU's for a development shall be calculated using the values shown 

in paragraph J of this section.  In the event that any property owner alters the plans 

for development, thereby increasing or decreasing the number of EDU’s, approval 

for said alteration must be obtained from the District before the alteration may be 

made. 

 

G. The District will cooperate with La Paz County in reviewing and monitoring 

building permits for alterations to existing structures to determine any changes in the 

number of EDU's connected to the District before the alteration may be made. 
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H. If the District Manager determines that the development will contribute flow to the 

District sewers that is in excess of the design capacity of the sewers or that it will 

require a disproportionate percentage of the remaining capacity of the sewer at the 

point where the development will connect to the sewer, the owner shall pay to the 

District the cost of additional sewer line capacity or, with the  District's approval, 

shall construct a new sewer line that shall connect to the District's sewer at a point 

where the interceptor has the design capacity to handle the additional flow 

attributable to the proposed development and shall pay the applicable charge 

therefore. Payment must be made prior to the District issuing an "Agreement to 

Provide Sewer Service", or at the time of issuing the connection permit, whichever 

first occurs.  To determine whether the person must pay for additional sewer line 

capacity, the District Manager may consider the following factors: 

 

(1) The amount of flow contributed by the proposed development that is attributable to 

equivalent dwelling units. 

 

(2) The capacity of the District sewer at the point of connection. 

 

(3) The existence of other property which may potentially connect into the sewer at the 

same and upstream location and the potential flows if that property were developed. 

 

(4) The most reasonable and economic method for the District to manage sewage flows 

with respect to the actual connections and potential connections of the other 

property in the vicinity of the proposed development. 

 

I. Any person desiring to increase the number of equivalent dwelling units or change 

the use of the property which contains improvements existing on the date of the 

adoption of this Sanitary Code or thereafter, whether connected to the sewer or not, 

shall submit to the District at the time of applying for a connection or if the property 

is already connected at the time of changing the use the following information: 

 

1) The size and location of the parcel of property owned. 

 

2) Sufficient information so that the District may determine the number of equivalent 

dwelling units existing at the time sewer service became available to the parcel. 

 

3) The proposed changes. 
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4) Preliminary and final plans for the development of the property.  The District shall 

calculate the increase in the number of equivalent dwelling units directly attributable 

to the change in use and the applicant shall pay any necessary Capacity Charge 

including a charge for additional sewer line size, if applicable, as set forth in this 

Article as a condition of receiving a connection permit or continuing to be 

connected to the sewer. 

 

J. The District Manager shall use the following criteria for purposes of calculating 

equivalent dwelling units for residential connections at build out: 

 

 1) For residential connections, an EDU or Equivalent Dwelling unit is defined 

as 200 gallons per day (gpd).  The variances in the values below by category in the 

Arizona Administrative Code (A.A.C.) are realized by converting non-residential 

users to equivalent residential connections. 

 

 The District Manager shall use the following criteria for purposes of calculating the 

total equivalent dwelling units (EDU) for the following types of developments: 

 

 Residential Connections: 

 

 2) motel/hotel    1/4 of one EDU per Bed (2 person)  

       per room 

 

 3) extended stay motel w/o kitchens 

  (no stove, kitchen sink with 

  Disposal, washers or dryers)  1/3 of one EDU per Bed (2 person) 

 

 4) apartment = efficiency, studio 

  garden, etc. (regardless of 

  number of fixture units depicted 

  on the plans)    one EDU per unit 

 

 5) manufactured housing   one EDU per unit 

 

 6) mobile homes    one EDU for each space available 

 

 7) park model    1/2 of one EDU per unit 

 

 8)  travel trailer/recreational vehicle site 1/2 of one EDU per each space  

 

 9) Resorts, time-share apartments, 

  recreational condominiums and 

  other similar facilities   one EDU per unit 



24 
 

 

Revised 02/10/15 

 

 8) single family residence,  

  condominium, and similar  

  individual dwelling units 

   (vacant or developed)   one EDU per unit 

 

 Non-Residential Connections: 

 

 9) Bars, Lounges, Restaurants  per Arizona Administrative Code 

  Markets, Bakeries, Laundries,  Table 1 Unit Design Flows 

 

 10) Food Preparation (non-restaurant) per Arizona Administrative Code 

       Table 1 Unit Design Flows 

 

 11) Mobile Office    per Arizona Administrative Code 

       Table 1 Unit Design Flows 

 12) Offices, Retail, Carwashes  per Arizona Administrative Code 

       Table 1 Unit Design Flows 

 

 13) Automotive, Equipment Repair 

Toy Barns & Storage Facilities 

  w/ utilities (water and sewer)  per Arizona Administrative Code 

       Table 1 Unit Design Flows 

 

 14) Other developments not listed  Per Arizona Administrative Code 

       Table 1 Unit Design Flows 

 

Section 3. CONNECTION FEES 

 

PURPOSE:  Money collected from Connection Fees shall be used to pay all or part of the cost of 

installing other main line sewers in the Buckskin Sanitary District as and when designated by the 

District Manager.  When said monies are not being expended for that purpose, they are to be 

invested or spent at the direction of the District Manager. 

 

A. Except for parcels of property within an Assessment Area or an Improvement 

District which have been assessed an amount greater than one dollar ($1.00), the 

fees to be paid to the Sanitary District for a sewer connection shall include all 

applicable connection fees; said fees to be determined in accordance with the 

amount set forth in Exhibit A.  There shall be two different classifications of 

Connections Fees: 

 

1. Main Line Connections - any single connection to a District Sewer 

 

2. Developer Connections - to be applied to any development on more than one lot or  

parcel, or other development not defined as a main line connection 



25 
 

 

Revised 02/10/15 

B. Main Line Connections shall include any and all connections to the District Sewers 

of private sewers serving residential improvements.  Such fees must be paid in cash 

prior to the issuance of a sewer connection permit, or may be paid in installments 

pursuant to a Promissory Note, with interest on the deferred balance and secured by 

a recordable Deed of Trust which encumbers the property to be connected.  The 

Promissory Note will be for a term not to exceed fifteen (15) years; the rate of 

interest to be set by the Board annually at the time of setting District Fees. 

 

C. Developer connection fees shall apply to all other connections made for any 

purpose, including residential connections for more than one EDU.  Developer 

connection fees are payable in cash at the time of the issuance of the permit and are 

not subject to the provisions hereof pertaining to financial assistance. 

 

D. In addition to the Developer Connection Fee calculated, the connection fee for the 

developer of any new subdivision, business or industrial development shall also 

include all legal engineering, and other fees which are directly attributable to the 

connection of the sewer system constructed by the Developer to the District's 

sewers.  The legal, engineering and other fees which are attributable to the 

connection of the development to the District's sewer shall not be waived or reduced 

except by a majority vote of the District Board of Directors. 

 

E. Involuntary Transfer of Property.  Following a Trustee's Sale of property on which 

the Buckskin Sanitary District has a covenant or Promissory Note and Deed of Trust 

pursuant to Article II Section 4 and in the event, such note and Deed of Trust are 

extinguished by the Trustees Sale, no sewer service will be available to said 

property until: 

 

1. The full amount remaining on the Covenant or Promissory Note is paid in full to the 

District; or 

 

2. The purchaser at the Trustee's sale assumes, in writing, the Covenant or Promissory 

Note secured by a Deed of Trust; or 

 

3. If the purchaser partially pays the amount owing under the Covenant, it must 

execute a new Promissory Note and Deed of Trust in favor of the District for the 

remainder owing to the District. 
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Section 4. MONTHLY SEWER CHARGES 

 

PURPOSE: User fees will be established to reflect the proportional shares of the cost of the 

operation, maintenance, repair and replacement of the wastewater collection, treatment and effluent 

disposal system and may be expended for any purpose as approved by the District Manager.  The 

monthly fee includes 5,580 gallons of water as a minimum charge for capacity availability per 

dwelling unit.  The monthly user fee is computed by multiplying the rate per one thousand gallons 

by the gallons used in thousands. 

 

A. That current user fees to be charged to service locations within the District shall be set forth 

in Exhibit A attached hereto. 

 

Section 5. RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT OF SEWER USER FEES 

 

All user fees shall be due twenty (20) days after billing.  User fees shall be payable by and billed to 

the Owner in whose name the service connection is recorded (for the month being billed or any part 

thereof) at any service location or property connected or required to be connected to the District 

sewer system.  All user fees not paid when due shall be added to and included in the subsequent 

billing. 

 

Section 6. COLLECTION PROCEDURES AND DISCONNECTS FOR DELINQUENCY 

 

If any sewer user fees are unpaid twenty-one (21) days or more after the statement date, the District 

may serve written notice upon the Owner served personally or by mailing to the billing address, that 

in the event said delinquency is not cured within seven (7) days from the date of the service or 

mailing of said Notice, the District may disconnect the private sewer of the user from the sewer 

system and/or engage in collection proceedings as may be appropriate, including litigation.  All 

costs of collection, including reasonable attorneys' fees, shall be added to the unpaid user fee. 

 

Section 7. PHYSICAL DISCONNECTION FEES 

 

A. Physical Disconnection Fee - Whenever the District shall have physically disconnected a 

sewer service for failure to pay the sewer user fee, the property shall not be reconnected to 

the sewer system until all delinquent sewer user fees are paid in full, together with a 

physical disconnection fee set forth in Exhibit A.  In addition to said physical disconnection 

fee, the District may require a deposit to cover future sewer user fees in an amount not to 

exceed one year's estimated sewer user fees before the property is reconnected to the sewer 

system.  All labor, material and equipment costs incurred to disconnection and reconnect 

shall be billed to the Owner in addition to the physical disconnection fee. 

 



27 
 

 

Revised 02/10/15 

Section 8. ANNEXATION FEES 

 

A. Any property owner who desires to annex his property to the Buckskin Sanitary District will 

pay as a part of the connection and other fees an annexation fee in the amount set forth in 

Exhibit A.  In addition to any and all fees a person applying to annex property to the 

Buckskin Sanitary District shall pay all legal, engineering and other costs incurred by the 

District which are directly attributable to the annexation. 

 

B. The annexation fee is payable at the time the Order of the Board of Directors of the Sanitary 

District setting forth a change to the boundaries of the Sanitary District becomes final 

pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes Section 48-262 (A) (11).  The Annexation fee is 

payable in the following manner: 

 

1. The total amount in Legal tender (currency of the United States of America); or 

 

2. By having said amount included as a portion of the cost of the improvements in an 

improvement district as authorized and established pursuant to Title 48, Chapter 14, Article 

2, Arizona Revised Statutes at the time of the annexation, or immediately thereafter, for the 

provision of collector sewers and appurtenant facilities in the territory annexed, and having 

such amounts payable to the District in immediately available funds at the earliest possible 

time for payment as provided in said Article 2 and in the Resolutions and other proceedings 

for such improvement district. 

 

C. In the event that it is determined that an annexation fee shall be paid pursuant to sub-

paragraph 2 above, and in the event that for any reason the improvement district to be 

established pursuant to Title 48, Chapter 14, Article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes is not 

established, or is established and sufficient protests are received to prevent the construction 

of the project or the assessment of the property therein, said Annexation Fee shall be 

immediately collectible against all parcels of property within such annexed Territory.  The 

Board of Directors may defer the annexation fee until such time as the connection of the 

improvements located upon each respective parcel of property to the Sanitary District 

sewer. 

 

Section 9. DEVELOPERS' FEE FOR PLAN CHECK AND INSPECTION 

 

Before any plans for new sewer connections are approved by the District Manager the applicant 

must have paid the Developer’s Fee for plan check and inspection.  The plan check review fee will 

be determined by a percentage of the total construction cost estimate.  Construction inspection fee 

will be based on an hourly rate if performed by the District or actual cost if contracted by the 

District. Video inspection will be based on a lineal footage basis.  Refer to Exhibit A of the Sanitary 

Code. 
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Section 10. AVAILABILITY FEE 

 

Whenever a parcel of property containing improvements which are required by the Sanitary codes 

of the Buckskin Sanitary District to be connected to the sanitary sewer system remains unconnected 

after the due date for connection said parcel of property shall be charged a monthly availability fee 

as set forth in Exhibit A of the Sanitary codes. 

 

Section 11. PHYSICAL DISCONNECTION FEE 

 

A parcel of property which is physically disconnected from the sanitary sewer system by direct or 

indirect action, contract or order by the Sanitary District shall be charged a physical disconnection 

fee as set forth in Exhibit A of the Sanitary Code. 
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ARTICLE VI 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Section 1. PROTECTION OF DISTRICT PROPERTY 

 

No person shall maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, uncover, deface or 

tamper with any structure, appurtenance or equipment which is part of the District sewage works. 

 

Section 2. USE OF DISTRICT FUNDS 

 

A. A financial management system shall be maintained by the District to account for operation 

and maintenance plus replacement (O&M+R) revenues and expenditures. 

 

B. The accounting system will segregate operation and maintenance plus replacement (O&M+R) 

revenues and expenditures to assure adequate revenues to properly operate and maintain the 

treatment works.  The fund will have two accounts, one for O&M and one for replacement 

costs.  The user charge rates will be revised as needed to generate sufficient revenue to pay 

the total O&M+R. 

 

C. Inconsistent Agreements.  The user charge system set forth in this Sanitary Code shall take 

precedence over any terms or conditions of agreements or contracts between the Buckskin 

Sanitary District and users which are inconsistent with the requirements of Section 

204(b)(1)(A) of the Clean Water Act. 

 

Funds of the District may be used for construction of sewers when: 

 

1.  District funds are available; 

 

2. District funds can be used to service the greatest number of occupied dwellings within the 

Sanitary District; 

 

3. Additional sewer diameter is required; 

 

4. It is necessary to extend sewers to areas of existing habitation. 
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Section 3. PROVISION OF SERVICE OUTSIDE DISTRICT 

 

A. Before sewer service may be provided to any parcel of property located outside the 

boundaries of the District the following must occur: 

 

1. Annexation must be completed in accordance with A.R.S. section 48-262. 

 

Section 4. ANNEXATIONS 

 

All annexations of property to the District must be accomplished in accordance with Arizona 

Revised Statutes Section 48-262.  All property subject to the annexation shall pay annexation fees 

as described herein. 

 

Section 5. EASEMENTS 

 

A. All property owners desiring the connection of the improvements on their property to the 

sewer system of the Buckskin Sanitary District shall grant to the District those easements 

necessary to properly effectuate the sewer connection desired. 

 

B. If a property owner splits or alienates only a portion of his parcel of property, such property 

owner must provide the necessary easements to provide sewer service to all parcels of 

property created by the land division. 

 

C. All easements granted to the District shall be subject to the following restrictions and 

conditions of use: 

 

1) No person, firm or corporation, subject to easement in favor of Buckskin Sanitary District, 

shall hereafter construct, build, or establish a building upon the property subject to said 

easement.  A building means a house, commercial building, industrial building, or any 

structure of a size or construction that the moving thereof would cause great inconvenience 

to any person. 

 

2) Should the property owner, subject to an easement in favor of Buckskin Sanitary District, 

construct a building thereon, in violation of this Resolution, Buckskin Sanitary District may 

employ individuals to clear said property, and charge costs of the same to owner of 

property.  Nothing contained herein shall obligate Buckskin Sanitary District to compensate 

the property owner, subject to the easement, of the value of a "building" cleared.  The 

District may take those steps as are required to work in the easement and preserve the 

improvement, rather than clear the improvements. 
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3) No person shall excavate deeper than three (3) feet upon the property subject to the 

easement in favor of Buckskin Sanitary District without having first obtained written 

permission therefore as herein required.  Such permission shall be granted by the District 

Manager or his designee.  Applicants for permission to excavate upon property subject to 

easement in favor of Buckskin Sanitary District shall be made in writing to the District and 

shall state thereon specifically the size of the space intended to be excavated, and the 

purposed for the excavation. 

 

4) No person shall plant any trees or shrubbery upon the property subject to the easement in 

favor of Buckskin Sanitary District without having secured written permission therefore 

Application for such permission shall be made to the District.  All trees and shrubs so 

planted shall be placed subject to the direction and written approval of the District.  No 

boulders, benches or fences shall be built or maintained upon the property subject to the 

easement in favor of Buckskin Sanitary District, unless approved, in writing, by the District. 

5) In the event any improvements are constructed within the boundaries of the easement and 

these create any additional costs to the Sanitary District because it must incur additional 

expenses to repair, install or replace its sewers, the property owner's user fees shall be 

adjusted to cover all additional costs incurred. 

 

6) Nothing herein shall prohibit the location of a mobile home on or over all or a portion of 

any easement of the Buckskin Sanitary District, provided that in the event it becomes 

necessary for the District to do any work within said easement the property owner shall pay 

the costs of moving the mobile home. 

 

Section 6. CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS 

 

All sewer laterals, house laterals or other connections or connecting sewers which adjoin or connect 

into any portion of the Buckskin Sanitary District sewer system shall be constructed in accordance 

with the Standard Specification of the District and the current edition of the International Plumbing 

Code as amended and/or adopted by La Paz County. 

 

Section 7. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The fees fixed by this Resolution shall become effective as of the day of the adoption of this 

Resolution, or the date of adoption of such fees.  The District reserves the right to amend the fees in 

its sole discretion. 
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Section 8. VALIDITY OF REGULATION 

 

If any article, section, paragraph, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this Regulation shall for any 

reason be held illegal or unenforceable such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

portions of this Regulation.  The Board of Directors of the Buckskin Sanitary District hereby 

declares that the District would have adopted this Regulation and each and every other section, 

paragraph, subdivision, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one of 

more sections, paragraphs, subdivisions, sentences, clauses or phrases of this Regulation may be 

held illegal, invalid or unenforceable. 

 

Section 9. SPECIAL AGREEMENTS. 

 

The provisions of these sanitary codes, Section 204(b) (1) (A) of the Clean Water Act and the User 

fee Policy of the Arizona Water Quality Control Council dated April 11, 1985 shall take priority 

over the terms and conditions or any preexisting agreements when found to be in conflict regarding 

the levy, application and collection of user fees. 

 

Section 10. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

 

The District shall account for all user fee revenues in a separate revenue account.  All operations 

and maintenance and replacement part expenditures shall be accounted for in separate expense 

accounts.  These revenue and expense accounts shall be maintained in the central accounting 

records of the District. 

 

Section 11. NOTIFICATION OF USERS. 

 

The District shall include with the first user fee billing of each fiscal year a notice to all users which 

states the rate and the budgeted amount of the user fee to be spent on sewage collection, treatment 

and administration expenses. 

 

Section 12. WASTEWATER TREATMENT BY-PRODUCTS. 

 

The District may market re-claimed water and other treatment by-products in a manner consistent 

with the best interests of the District.  Revenues received from the sale of by-products shall be used 

to offset the costs of operations and maintenance and user fees to all users.  Total annual revenues 

received shall be included in the budget for the fiscal year following receipt unless included in the 

current year's budget for operations and maintenance. 
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Section 13. PENALTIES 

 

Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this Regulation shall become 

liable to the District for any and all expense, loss, or damage occasioned the District by reason of 

such violation. Further the District may, pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes Section 48-2031, 

prosecute any violation of this Sanitary Code as a class 2 misdemeanor.  Each and every day such 

violation continues shall be deemed and considered a separate offense. 

 

Section 14. ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES 

 

14.1 Notice of Violation 

 

Whenever the District finds that any user has violated or is violating this Ordinance, the District or 

its agent may serve upon said user a written Notice of Violation.  Within 10 days of the receipt of 

this notice, an explanation of the violation and a plan for the satisfactory correction and prevention 

thereof, to include specific required actions, shall be submitted to the District.  Submission of this 

plan in no way relieves the user of liability for any violations occurring before or after receipt of the 

Notice of Violation.  Nothing in this Section shall limit the authority of the District to take 

emergency action without first issuing a Notice of Violation. 

 

14.2 Consent Orders 

 

The District is hereby empowered to enter into Consent Orders, assurance of voluntary compliance, 

or other similar documents establishing an agreement with the user responsible for the compliance. 

 Such orders will include specific action to be taken by the user to correct the noncompliance within 

a time period also specified by the order.  Consent Orders shall have the same force and effect as 

administrative orders issued pursuant to Sections 15.1 below and shall be judicially enforceable. 

 

14.3 Show Cause Hearing 

 

The District may order any user which causes or contributes to violation(s) of this Ordinance, 

wastewater permits or orders issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment requirement to appear 

before the District and show cause why a proposed enforcement action should not be taken.  Notice 

shall be served on the user specifying the time and place for the meeting, the proposed enforcement 

action, the reasons for such action, and a request that the user show cause why this proposed 

enforcement action should not be taken.  The notice of the meeting shall be served personally or by 

certified mail (return receipt requested) at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing.  Such notice may 

be served on any authorized representative of the use.  Whether or not the user appears as noticed, 

immediate enforcement action may be pursued following the hearing date. 
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14.4  Compliance Orders 

 

When the District finds that the user has violated or continues to violate the Ordinance, permits or 

orders issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment requirement, it may issue an order to the user 

responsible for the discharge directing that, following a specific time period, sewer service shall be 

discontinued unless adequate treatment facilities, devices, or other related appurtenances are 

installed and properly operated.  Compliance orders may also contain such other requirement as 

might be reasonably necessary and appropriate to address the noncompliance, including additional 

self-monitoring, and management practices designed to minimize the amount of pollutants 

discharged to the sewer.  Furthermore, the District may continue to require such additional self-

monitoring for at least ninety (90) days after consistent compliance has been achieved, after which 

time the self-monitoring conditions in the discharge permits shall control. 

 

14.5 Cease and Desist Orders 

 

When the District finds that a user has violated or continues to violate the Ordinance, permits or 

orders issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment requirement, the District may issue an order to 

the user directing it to cease and desist all such violations and directing the user to: 

 

a. Immediately comply with all requirements 

 

b. Take such appropriate remedial or preventative action as may be needed to properly address 

a continuing or threatened violation, including halting operations and/or terminating the    

discharge 

 

Section 15. JUDICIAL ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES 

 

15.1 Injunctive Relief (Citation) 

 

Whenever a user has violated or continues to violate the provisions of this Ordinance, permits or 

orders issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment requirement, the District through the District 

Manager may petition the Superior Court of the State of Arizona located at 1316 S. Kofa Avenue, 

Suite 607, Parker, AZ 85344 for the issuance of a temporary or permanent injunction, as may be 

appropriate, which restrains or compels the specific performance of the wastewater permit, order, or 

other requirement imposed by this ordinance on activities of the user.  Such other action as may be 

appropriate for legal and/or equitable relief may also be sought by the District.  The Court shall 

grant an injunction without requiring a showing of a lack of adequate remedy law. 
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15.2 Civil Penalties 

 

Any user which has violated or continues to violate this Ordinance, any order or permit hereunder, 

or any other pretreatment requirement shall be liable to the District for a maximum civil penalty of 

$1000 per violation per day.  In the case of a monthly or other long term-average discharge limit, 

penalties shall accrue for each business day during the period of the violation.  In addition, the 

Court is authorized to enter any or all of the following relief: 

 

a. The District may recover reasonable attorney fees, court costs, and other expenses 

associated with the enforcement activities, including sampling and monitoring expense, and 

the cost of any actual damages incurred by the District. 

 

b. In determining the amount of civil liability, the Court shall take into account all relevant 

circumstance, including, but not limited to, the extent of harm caused by the violation, the 

magnitude and duration, any economic benefit gained through the user’s violation, 

corrective actions by the user, the compliance history of the user, and any other factor as 

justice requires. 

 

c. Where appropriate, the District may accept mitigation projects in lieu of the payment of 

civil penalties where the project provides a valuable service to the District and the user’s 

expense in undertaking the project is at least one hundred and fifty (150%) of the civil 

penalty. 

 

15.3 Criminal Prosecution 

 

a. Any user who willfully of negligently violates any provision of this Ordinance, any orders 

or permits issued hereunder, or any other pretreatment requirement shall, upon conviction, 

guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than $1000 per violation per day 

or imprisonment for not more than one year or both. 

 

b. Any user who knowingly makes false statements, representations, or certifications in any 

application, record, report, plan or other documentation filed or required to be maintained 

pursuant to this Ordinance, or wastewater permit, or who falsifies, tampers with of 

knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method required under this 

Ordinance shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than $1000 per 

violation per day or imprisonment for not more than one year or both. 

 

c. In the event of a second conviction, the user shall be punishable by a fine of not to exceed 

$3000 per violation per day or imprisonment for not more than 3 years or both. 
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ARTICLE VII 

BOARD MEMBER INDEMNIFICATIONS 

 

The Buckskin Sanitary District hereby indemnifies, holds harmless and agrees to defend the 

individual members of the Board of Directors of Buckskin Sanitary District from any and all 

claims, causes of action, or liabilities arising out of their actions, or non-actions, as members of the 

Board of Directors of the Buckskin Sanitary District. 

 

 

ADOPTED THIS    day of     , 20__  . 

 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 
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EXHIBIT A 

BUCKSKIN SANITARY DISTRICT - FEES 

 

Inspection fee (to be paid in full) $50.00     minimum per inspection 

Inspection fee for more than two Time and Materials dwellings commercial or other facilities 

$50.00 minimum 

 

Lateral fee $  *     for each lateral, the property owner/entity requesting additional lateral will pay 

costs incurred by the District. 

  

Connection Permit Fees: $ 200.00, includes up to 2 inspections. 

 

Residential Monthly User Fee: $42.00 per EDU minimum or $7.52 per 1000 gallons as determined 

by the District Manager for excessive flows in excess of 5580 gallons, whichever is greater, as per 

the annual budget. 

 

Non-Residential Monthly User Fee: $42.00 per EDU minimum, or based on 12 months 

consumptive water use records, the monthly fee is derived from multiplying 90% of the average 

monthly water usage in thousands of gallons by the rate determined for that type of business as set 

forth in the following table, whichever is less, as per annual budget: 

 

Business Category       Rate per 1,000 gallons 

 

Restaurants, Bars, Lounges, Markets, Bakeries    $9.66 

 

Food Preparation (non-restaurants), laundries     $6.99 

 

Automotive Repair, Equipment Repair Facilities, 

Toy Barns & Storage Facilities      $6.04 

 

Carwashes, Offices, Retail Stores or other     $5.66 

 

Monthly Pressure Service Fee $6.00 per grinder pump as per annual budget. 

 

Capacity Fees $1,460 x  EDU  
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Developers Fee for Plan Check and Inspection: charged when the Sanitary District reviews plans 

for sewer extensions. It is based on an estimate of the construction cost prepared by the design 

engineer. The plan check review fee varies from 1.65% to 1% as the cost estimate varies from 

less than $10,000 to more than $200,000.  Construction Inspection Fee - charged for inspection 

by the Sanitary District of new public sewer construction. The fee is currently $55.00 per hour 

straight time and $82.50 per hour overtime if said inspection is performed by Sanitary District 

personnel and at billed cost if said inspection is performed by others.  Television Inspection Fee - 

charged for television inspection and cleaning of all new public sewer construction prior to the 

expiration of the one-year warranty period. The fee is $1.00 per lineal foot of sewer. 

 

Interest on deferred costs : As per Arizona Statutes 44-1201       

 

Re-establishment Fee - Suspension Agreement $ 300.00 

 

Return Check Fee – Whenever a check is returned to the District for Non Sufficient Funds (NSF) a 

fee of $30.00 shall be charged. 

 

Physical Disconnection / Reconnection Fees – If disconnected for non-payment of user fees a 

charge of $100.00 shall be added to any account reconnected for service.  Disconnection fee will be 

charged to the owner for any costs incurred by the District for the physical disconnection.  

Additionally, the District may require a deposit to be paid in advance of reconnection of not more 

than one (1) year user fee. 

 

Penalty - Reconnection Without Notice to District $300.00 Plus any user fees after Reconnection. 

 

Sewer System Annexation Fee - the property owner/entity requesting annexation will pay costs 

incurred by the District. 

 

Availability Fee $(Monthly User Fee per EDU’s) X 50%     per month 

 

The current rates to be charged as user fees to all service locations within the District are the greater 

of forty two dollars ($42.00) per EDU or the following:  (Properties with combination of user fee 

classes shall be charged a rate for the most expensive use unless otherwise agreed upon by the 

District in writing.) 

 

 



39 
 

 

Revised 02/10/15 

EXHIBIT B 

BUCKSKIN SANITARY DISTRICT RESOLUTIONS 

 

Buckskin Sanitary District      Date Adopted by 

Resolution Document #  Brief Description  B.S.D. Board of Directors 

 

Resolution 10-01   No Free Ride Ordinance July 20, 2010 

 


